
The Palo Alto Flagpole:
From the Circle

to the Hostess House



Raising of the 206-foot flagpole 
at the Circle in 1908 before the 
plinth was placed around the 
base. Note the standing 
platform on the lower section 
of the pole.

Palo Alto Trustee William Dean asked the local 
chapter of the fraternal organization Native 
Sons of the Golden West (NSGW) to raise 
funds to buy a town flagpole in 1907.

TIMELINE:  1908 NSGW Flagpole at University Circle



Dedication Day of the 
Palo Alto flagpole at the 
Circle: October 26, 1908.
No plaques had been 
made for the plinth yet.

TIMELINE:  1908 NSGW Flagpole at University Circle



In addition to the NSGW,  the Native 
Daughters of the Golden West, the Grand 
Army of the Republic and the California 
Pioneers of Santa Clara County agreed to 
each provide a plaque for the plinth. 

The Native Sons of the Golden West at the flagpole 
dedication, wearing their ceremonial sashes.

TIMELINE:  1908 NSGW Flagpole at University Circle



The Palo Alto Flagpole held pride of place 
at the Circle, standing on a corner of 
University Avenue. 

Cadets marched past the pole in 1918, 
after America joined in fighting WWI.

TIMELINE:  Circa 1918 NSGW Flagpole at University Circle



The YWCA Hostess House at Camp Fremont in Menlo Park was designed by master architect Julia 
Morgan in the Bay Tradition style. It was used between 1918 and 1919 to provide entertainment to 
the soldiers but, more importantly, provided aid to both soldiers and their families in numerous 
ways.

TIMELINE:  1918 Hostess House at Camp Fremont, Menlo Park



The town of Palo Alto paid $1 to own the Hostess House, valued at 
$20,000 at the time. Moved in pieces to its current site in Palo Alto in 
mid-1919, it was used as a municipal community center from 1919 until 
1935 or 1936.

*Stanford University is the landowner; Stanford leased El Camino Park to 
the City of Palo Alto in 1915

The new Community Center 
opened on Armistice Day, 
November 11, 1919.

TIMELINE:  1919 Hostess House moved to El Camino Park, Palo Alto*



Mr. Archibald, who moved the structure, bought the new flagpole. Members of the new 
veterans group, Palo Alto-Stanford Fremont Post 52 of the American Legion, paid for the flag 
and volunteered their time and labor in raising the pole sometime between June 10, 1920 and 
July 16, 1920. New landscaping surrounded the flagpole. 

TIMELINE:  1920 Hostess House receives flagpole from American Legion Post 52



American Legion Flagpole
at the Hostess House

NSGW Flagpole at the Circle

Between 1920 and 1941 there were multiple flagpoles: the NSGW pole at the Circle and 
the American Legion pole at the Hostess House (Community Center).  Two additional 
flagpoles were mounted on the front of the Hostess House.

TIMELINE:  1920 – 1941 Multiple flagpoles



The Hostess House flagpole ca. 1932-1941. The Community Center program 
moved to the Lucie Stern Theater and Community Center on Middlefield and a 
local veterans’ group leased the building from 1937-1976.

TIMELINE:  1932 – 1941 American Legion Flagpole at Hostess House



Construction of the new underpass began 
in 1940 (below). The Palo Alto flagpole 
moved from the Circle to the Hostess 
House (Veterans Building) in 1941 (right).

TIMELINE:  1941 NSGW flagpole relocated from University Circle to Hostess House



The 206-foot Palo Alto flagpole and plinth in front of  the Hostess House 
(Veterans Building) and across from the new train depot.

Dedication Day: March 8, 1941. Although it was reported in the newspaper 
the flagpole suffered from dry rot, it was still moved from its original site to 
the Hostess House in 1941.

TIMELINE:  1941 NSGW flagpole dedicated at Hostess House



The Palo Alto Fire Department 
shortened the flagpole in 1957.

TIMELINE:  1957 NSGW flagpole shortened



This undated photo of the empty plinth suggests a new 
flagpole, different from the original NSGW flagpole, was 
purchased at some point after 1966. The existing flagpole is 
metal (the NSGW flagpole was constructed of wood) and has 
no standing platform.  

TIMELINE:  After 1966 NSGW flagpole replaced

A veteran gazes upward at the 
NSGW  flagpole in 1966.



In 1974 the Palo Alto City Manager 
announced the building would be razed 
once the Veterans’ lease expired in 
1976. Interest rose in saving the 
building. PAHA volunteers organized to 
nominate the property and the former 
Hostess House became a California 
Registered Historical Landmark in 1976.

TIMELINE:  1974-76  Demolition proposal by City leads to listing as a landmark and on National Register 



The YWCA Hostess House was nominated for the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1975.  It was found significant for being the only surviving 
WWI training camp structure in California, a distinguished example of the 
Bay Region architectural style by Julia Morgan, and the first community 
center building in the US established by a municipality in 1976.

TIMELINE:  1976 Hostess House listed on National Register of Historic Places



The flagpole and plinth in 2007.

In 1979 a contractor optioned a lease for the Hostess House 
from the City of Palo Alto, renovated it, and sold the lease to the 
owner of a restaurant named MacArthur Park in 1981. Veterans’ 
groups continue to use meeting room.

The City of Palo Alto ended its management of Hostess House in 
1999.  The restaurant lease is now managed by Stanford 
University.  

TIMELINE:  1979-81   Hostess House rehabilitated and leased to MacArthur Park restaurant



TIMELINE:  2021  NSGW Flagpole base vandalized by copper thieves, 
Stanford boxed the base to prevent further damage



TIMELINE:  2021  NSGW Flagpole plaques removed for storage



National Register of Historic Places: Hostess House
Period of significance: 1918 - 1936

Historical Resource Status: Hostess House is significant at national and state level 



California Historical Landmark: Hostess House

California Historical Landmarks (Landmarks) 
are buildings, sites, features, or events that 
are of statewide significance.

Historical Resource Status: Hostess House is significant at national and state level 

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21387


California Point of Historical Interest: First Community Center and Palo Alto’s City Flagpole

California Points of Historical Interest 
(Points) are buildings, sites, features, or 
events that are of local (city or county) 
significance.

Historical Resource Status: NSGW Flagpole is significant at local level



Palo Alto Historical Resources Inventory: Hostess House, Memorial Flag Pole as “Related Feature”

Historical Resource Status: NSGW Flagpole is significant at local level
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